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EIm C of E Primary School

1. Brief Summary

This travel plan has been created as a result

Initiative. This initiative aims to encourage walking and cycling and reduce dependence
on the car for travel on all school-related journeys.

At ElIm School we fully endorse this initiative. Our main issue is the vehicular congestion
outside the school gate at the beginning and end of the school day and we wish to
address this as one of our main concerns within this travel plan. We also hope to
increase the number of students cycling to school to improve their health and fithess and
to reduce the impact our school has on the environment.

In 2003, the Government published a green paper, entitled Every Child Matters, that
looks at the well being of children and young people. The paper identifies five outcomes
that are most important to children:

e Be healthy

Stay Safe

Enjoy and achieve

Make a positive contribution
Achieve economic well-being

Taken from: http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/aims/

Our travel plan aims to support the first two outcomes, namely to improve health through
walking and cycling rather than being driven by car, and to improve safety on all school
related journeys.
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http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/aims/

2. POLICY STATEMENT & SIGN OFF

It is our intention that by addressing the issues outlined in this plan, over the
span of seven years, (the period of time taken by a child to move through EIm
School) we will see:

e A reduction in the number of car journeys made to and from school by
pupils, parents and staff

e Improved safety by reducing the number of vehicles present in the
immediate vicinity of the school at the beginning and end of the school day

¢ Walking and cycling to school being actively promoted to staff, pupils and
parents

e A raised awareness of health, safety and environmental issues, both
positive and negative of walking and cycling to school

A we recognise that this initiative will take time to reach fruition and commit to
reviewing and amending our data, objectives, targets and actions each
school year or sooner, if our circumstances change

A We commit to completing and returning an annual progress report

A We commit to collecting and monitoring data on an annual basis over the
seven year period we expect this initiative to run

A We commit to completing a full review of the travel plan at least once
every three years




Sign off

EIm C of E Primary School commits to:

o Reviewing and amending data, objectives, targets and actions every school year or sooner, if
circumstances should change

e  Collecting monitoring data over a 7 year period

e Afull review of the travel plan every 3 years

e All future reviews and revisions to consider pupil travel needs arising from new developments
in education & transport provision

We the school Governing body accept and adopt this School Travel Plan.

Name

Signature

Position

Mr Steve Rhodes

Chair of Board of Governors

Mr Chris Child

Head teacher

Mrs Marina Guarino

Governor with responsibility for EIm C of E
School Travel Plan

Head of Service, Infrastructure, OCYPS

Director of Highways and Access, OECS

School Travel Advisor, OECS

School Travel Coordinator, OCYPS

Date of Document




3. SCHOOL DETAILS

Name of school: Elm C of E Primary School

Type of school: Church of England (Controlled) Primary

LEA/DCSF School Reference Number: 873/3046

Address:
Main Road, Elm, Wisbech, Cambs, PE14 0AG

Telephone number:
01953 860295

Number of pupils on roll: 206
Agerange: 471 11 years

Number of staff (include non- teaching): 32

Number of SEN pupils with a statement of need; with a transport

element:
0

Elm School recognises the need to review this travel plan in light of
the possible enrolment of a pupil with particular or special needs

and commits to undertake this should it become necessary.

Site opening times: 8.00 am 1 5.00 pm (excluding community use)

School opening times: 8.45am i 3.10 pm




‘ 4. CONSULTATION

An initial meeting was held with Steven Hawkes School Travel Coordinator from
the County Council. He also acted as mentor throughout the process of writing
this plan.

The Travel Plan has been discussed with teaching staff.

Pupils were questioned by way of questionnaires and summaries of the overall
results and the results from individual classes are contained in appendix i. This
survey was conducted during November 2009. Every child was involved in this
process, with individual surveys being completed by the 59 children in Years 5
and 6 and class surveys involving approximately 135 children in all of our other
classes.

Questionnaires were sent out to every parent of a child attending the school, and
a summary of the results are included in appendix ii. This survey was conducted
during November 2009. 64 surveys were sent home and 103 were returned.

Discussions appertaining to the development of this plan were held in the
Governorso me20%Januagy2608.1 d on

Information about this plan was sent to parents in newsletters other comments
relating to traffic, parking and bringing children to and from school have been

sent home. Copies of the most recent newsletters are included in appendix iii.

A draft copy of the plan was sent to the Parish Council at the end of January
2010 for consideration at their next meeting.

A draft copy of this plan was shared with our community Police Officer, PC Julie
Coales on 8™ February 2010 with an invitation for her to make any comments.
The School Travel Plan Working Group is made up of the Headteacher, one

Governor, one teacher and 2 parents.

School Travel Plan Working Group

Mr Chris Child Headteacher

Mrs Marina Guarino Governor

Miss S Beresford Teacher

Mrs M Nesbitt Parent
Parent



Who was When we What was How we Evidence
consulted consulted consulted consulted
on
January 2010 | Draft Travel | Summary of Accompanying
Parents Plan Draft Travel Plan | letter to parents
placed on school
website for
appraisal and
comment, with
invitation to see
full document.
Governors 19" January Discussion |Gov er nor | Minutes
2009 of Draft meeting
Travel Plan
Staff 25" January Discussion | Staff Meeting Minutes
2009 of Draft
Travel Plan
PC Julie 8™ February Draft Draft plan sent
Coales 2009 Summary for appraisal and
Travel Plan | comment
Elm Parish 29™ January Draft Draft plan sent
Council 2009 Summary for appraisal and
Travel Plan | comment
Parent Teacher Draft Draft Summary Minutes
Association Summary Travel Plan
Travel Plan | discussed and
comments

invited




5. CURRENT SCHOOL TRAVEL ISSUES

EIm C of E Primary School is a village primary school with about 210 pupils aged
between 4 and 11 years old. It serves the village of EIm and the surrounding
rural area. Most of the pupils live within the village itself, the majority within one
mile of the school. A small number of pupils live further away than this, and a
very small number live some way outside the catchment area.

The village has a population of about 2,000, accommodated in a mixture of
housing types. The village is divided by the B1101, with the three major housing
estates north of this and the school on the south side. Some pupils live outside
the village and access the school along a number of lanes, some of which are
narrow and have no pavements. Within the village, Main Road, (the A1101) has
a series of bends and in places pavements on only one side. Some of these
pavements are also very narrow, placing pedestrians very close to the traffic.
Opposite the school is an area of grass. This is used by some parents who park
to collect their children at the end of the day. This involves them driving over the
pavements.

The school is housed on a single site, which is shared with the EIm Centre. This
is used by the pre-school, which like the school, generates a significant amount
of traffic, both vehicular and pedestrian at the beginning and end of their
sessions. The preschool runs from 9.00 am to 11.30 am and 12.30 pm to 3.00
pm. The centre is also used for various other meetings, but these usually occur
well outside of the normal school day.

School sessions run from 8.45 am to 3.10 pm, which generates large volumes of

traffic between about 8.25 am and 8.50 am, and again between about 2.55 pm

and 3.25 pm. Various school activities run before school on Tuesdays,

Wednesdays and Thursdays and at the end of
Wednesdays. These tend to extend the period of congestion outside the school,

but given that they do not involve many children, the impact is considerably less.

The school is also used for community purposes, including Guides, Brownies and

Rainbows and an adult keep fit club. These cause an amount of vehicular

movement but it is well outside the school day, and given the much smaller

number of individuals involved, does not constitute a significant problem.

As well as the pupils, 32 staff work at the school, most arriving between 8.00 and
8.40 am. The vast majority of staff live some distance from the school and
therefore drive in every day. The school has two car parks with 19 parking

spaces. However,120f t hese share access with the chi

access to the school and the access to the EIm Centre. As a result their use is
restricted to times when children are not arriving or leaving.



The school has completed a disability discrimination audit. All areas of the
school are accessible to wheelchair users with the exception of the first floor
computer suite, and provision has been made in one of the classrooms to cater
for any individual who is unable to mange the stairs. The rest of the school is on
one level, with appropriate ramps on all doors that give access to the playground.
Doorways will accommodate wheelchairs and there is a disabled toilet and
shower. We currently have no pupils with a transport element attached to their
statement, but in the past, we have put in place systems to meet the needs of
individual pupils and parents who require taxi or other vehicular access to the
school.

Parking is a major problem at certain times during the day, with very significant

congestion on the main road through the village, and on the roads of the estate
opposite the school. Parents frequently park across the school gates to pick up
or drop of children, and drive across the pavements to park on the grass areas

opposite the school. This is a source of irritation to the local residents.

The school is situated on the B1101 linking the main A1101 Wisbech to
Downham Market road and March. This road carries a significant amount of
traffic and is used as a diversionary route should the main A47 between Wisbech
and Guyhirn become blocked for any reason. A considerable amount of traffic
uses this road even if the A47 road is not blocked.

The school is situated close to the centre of the village, with Main Road, the
B1101, running past the school gates. On leaving the school, the sightline along
the road to the west is good, even though there are a series of sweeping bends,
but the sightline to the east is restricted by a bend and can make leaving the
school a potentially dangerous experience.
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