NEWSLETTER

4th September 2008

Dear Parents

Welcome back to the new school year, and an especially warm welcome to those parents who are new to Elm School.  Please remember that we all want the very best for your child, and if you need to talk either to me or to your child’s teacher we will be happy to meet with you.  We cannot always do this immediately, especially when the children are in school, but we will all do our best to meet with you within a day or so of any request.

New Staff

Miss Samantha Beresford has joined the staff of our school, replacing Mrs Woollard who has taken up a post at the Thomas Clarkson Community Centre.  Miss Beresford is working in our Year 5 class.  I am sure that you would join everyone at school in welcoming her.  

I am afraid that during the Summer, Mr Smy’s father sadly passed away.  As a consequence of this change in his circumstances Mr Smy has tendered his resignation, and will be leaving his post as school caretaker at the end of next week.  We have obviously offered our condolences at this time, and all wish him well for the future.  The Governors are in the process of advertising for his successor and I will keep you informed of developments.  

We are also hoping to appoint a new lunchtime supervisor in the near future to replace Miss Callum, who moved away from the area at the beginning of the summer.

School Meals

As from the beginning of this term the cost of school meals have increased to £1.90 per day or £9.50 for a full week.  Mrs Jobson deals with the school meals on a Monday morning, and it would be an enormous help to us if you would order any meals for the week then and send the money to cover the cost of these meals into school with your child each Monday.  We can supply you with envelopes to make this more convenient at a cost of £1.00 for 25.

Website

The launch of our new, updated website is very close.  I hope that this will “go live” within the next few weeks.  In the meantime, you can access the site and offer any suggestions you feel would make it more useful or enjoyable.  The address is www.elmcofeprimaryschool.com.   When it is live I hope you will find it a valuable source of information about the school, plus a site you and your family will enjoy browsing through every so often.  To help make it interesting and exciting we hope to include pictures of the work of the school and of the children.  Obviously we will need your permission to include pictures of your children as we recognise that there are potential dangers associated with this.  However, given various safeguards, we feel the benefits far outweigh the risks.  I have given further details on an accompanying sheet, along with a permission slip, which I hope you will feel able to complete and return.  If you would like to discuss this with me, please feel free to make an appointment.

Developments

During the summer holiday we had new carpets laid in our Year 2 and Year 4 classrooms as well as the library and corridors linking the new block to the rest of the school.  We also had the Year 2 and Year 4 classrooms decorated, which means that all of the classes in that area of the school have been decorated this year, and new carpets have been laid.  We had hoped to completely refurbish the outside play area for our Foundation Stage children.  Unfortunately, we were delayed by technical difficulties, but hope that this work will take place during the half-term holiday.  We intend to resurface the area, lay new drains and erect two canopies to allow the children to play outside whilst being protected from both the sun and the rain.  

Finally, the funding for the wind turbine is still not completely in place, but it is very close.  I hope that this will be tied up in the next couple of weeks and we will be able to move onto the next stage of the project.

Security

In order to increase the security of the school site during the school day, the pedestrian gate leading onto the playground will be locked between 9.00 am and 3.00 pm.  If you require access to the school during these times, you will need to come to the main entrance at the front of the school, which is controlled from the office.  The only exception to this rule will be for the parents of our Reception children, who for the next three weeks will need to collect and deliver their children at lunchtimes.  For this period only the gate will be opened as appropriate.

Grafham

Before the summer holiday I wrote to the parents of children who are now in Years 4, 5 and 6 concerning our residential trip to Grafham Water.  So far we have received 29 applications for the 35 places on this trip.  If you have not yet returned your form and would like your child to be considered for a place, please ensure that you do so before the closing date on Friday, 12th September 2008.  If you require another copy of the original letter, please contact the school office.  

SAT results

You may be aware of the difficulties surrounding the marking of the Key Stage 2 SAT papers this year.  Our school was not badly affected, although the results were very late in arriving.  For your information I have included a summary of both our Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 results along with the national figures for last year.  We are delighted with the results we have achieved, and I would like to thank both the staff and the children for their hard work in achieving such high standards.  

The National Curriculum is so designed that at the age of seven the average child should be performing within level two, while the average eleven year old should be performing within level four.  As you will see our children from both Key Stages are achieving at a level very close to or above the National average in just about all areas with the exception of writing.  This is something we will looking at very carefully over the next year.

End of Key Stage 1 Results  ~ Nationally in 2007 and at Elm School in 2008 

% of children achieving each level

        Level 2+
   Level 2B+
Level 3+     
Reading 

National Results (2007)
84%
      71%
26%
          

Elm School Results (2008)
89%
      77%
31%
           

Writing

National Results (2007)
80%
      59%
13%
          

Elm School Results (2008)
92%
      62%
 8%
          

Maths




National Results (2007)
90%
      74%
 22%            

Elm School Results (2008)
96%
      73%
 23% 
End of Key Stage 2 SAT Results  ~ Nationally in 2007  and at Elm School in 2008

% of children achieving each level






Level 4+  
Level 5

English

National Results (2007)

80%

   33%

Elm School Results (2008)

83%

   50%

Reading




National Results (2005)

 84%

   48%

Elm School Results (2008)           
97%

   50%

Writing




National Results (2005)

67%

   19%

Elm School Results (2008)

50%

   13% 

Maths




National Results (2005)

78%

   33%

Elm School Results (2008)        
90%

   20%

Science




National Results (2005)

87%

   46%

Elm School Results (2008)

93%

   27% 

Much more important than the overall results however, is the progress each child has made throughout the time they have been at Elm School.  When we look at the progress of individual children we can all feel justifiably proud.

Contact Details

I should be grateful if you would complete the information slip at the end of this newsletter regarding your contact details.  We will then ensure that the details we hold in our files are up to date.  Obviously this is important if we need to contact you regarding your child, especially if it is an emergency.  Even if you have recently given us updated details, please complete and return the slip so that we can be confident that our records are as up to date as possible.  If your details change during the year, would you please inform us immediately.  

Contact numbers could include home telephone number, mother’s work, father’s work, mother’s mobile, father mobile, appropriate relatives, friends and neighbours.  Normally we will only contact the parents, but in an emergency we will work through the list in the order you have given it to us.   

Permission to publish photographs and work

Children enjoy seeing their photographs and their work celebrated and shared with other people.  This may be on our school website, in the school prospectus, perhaps in the newspaper or even on the television.  However, we recognise that there are potential dangers in this.  As a result at Elm School we will never publish photographs of a child that could embarrass them nor will we identify any child other than by their Christian name.  We feel that this is a sensible compromise between safe guarding our children and celebrating their success while giving them the enjoyment of seeing themselves and their work published in some way.  If you are happy for your child’s photograph or work to be published in this way, would you please complete the slip at the end of this letter and return it to school.  Without your permission neither your child’s work or their photograph will appear on our website or in any other form.

Yours sincerely

Chris Child

Contact details

Child’s name ………………………………………………..
Date of Birth …………………..

Mother’s name …………………………………………….

Father’s name ……………………………………………..

Contacts

	Persons’ Name
	Relationship
	Telephone number

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Parent’s/Carer’s Consent for Web Publication of Work and Photographs.

I agree that my child’s work or photographs including my child may be published on the school Web site or in other ways including the press or televison subject to the condition that my child will not be identified other than by his/her Christian name.

Signed …………………………………………….

Date ………………………………….

SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAYS
We have identified a number of dates for this school year, and for your information I have listed them below.  

2008
Harvest Service Church 2.00 pm


Friday, 3rd October 2008

Sponsored Walk




Friday, 24th October 2008

Half Term





27th October – 31st October (Inclusive)

Open Evening Year 1 – Year 6


Monday, 3rd November 2008

Open Day Reception




Tuesday, 4th November 2008

Open Evening Year 1 – Year 6


Wednesday, 5th November 2008

Individual School Photographs 


Tuesday, 18th November 2008

Light the Christmas tree



Tuesday, 2nd December 2008

ESA Children’s Disco




Friday, 12th December 2008

Carol Service Church 2.00 pm


Thursday, 18th December 2008



Autumn Term closes




Friday 19th December 2008

2009

Staff Training Day (School Closed)


Monday 5th January 2009

Spring Term opens




Tuesday 6th January 2009

ESA Children’s Disco




Friday, 13th February 2009

Half Term





16th February – 20th February (inclusive)

Spring Term closes




Friday 3rd April 2009

Staff Training Day (School Closed)


Monday 20th April 2009

Summer Term opens




Tuesday 21st April 2009

Open Evenings Year 1 – Year 6


Monday, 9th March 2009

Open Day Reception




Tuesday, 10th March 2009

Open Evenings Year 1 – Year 6


Wednesday, 11th March 2009

May Day Holiday




Monday 4th May 2009

Key Stage 2 SATs




Monday 11th May – Friday 15th May 2009

Half Term





25th May – 29th May (Inclusive)

Staff Training Day (School Closed)


Monday 22nd June

Sports Day





Friday, 26th June 2009

KS1 Production




Tuesday, 7th July 2009

Reports out





Friday, 10th July 2009

Year 3 and Year 4 Production



Monday, 13th July 2009

Year 5 and Year 6 Production



Tuesday, 14th July 2009

Open Evening





Wednesday, 15th July 2009

ESA Children’s Disco




Friday, 17th July 2009

Summer Term closes




Monday 20th July 2009

