NEWSLETTER


December 2008

Dear Parent

Given that the end of term is nearly here, I thought that I would squeeze in a newsletter to keep you informed of what is happening.

Christmas Dates

Wednesday 17th December
Christmas Service Elm Church  
Thursday 18th December
Christmas Lunch

Friday 19th December

School closes for Christmas

Tuesday 6th January

School re-opens

Christmas Service

We would like to invite all parents, families and friends to join us at church on the afternoon of Wednesday 17th December at 2.00pm, for our Christmas service.  This year we will be holding a service of carols and readings, re-telling the Christmas story.
If you are able to come, can I ask you to bear in mind that the church is a very large building and some of our children sometimes struggle to make themselves heard, even with the PA system.  It is also quite intimidating for them to stand in front of the whole school, and perhaps 100 plus parents to read their part of the story..

In order to give the children the opportunity to do their best, and to allow everyone to hear what they are saying, could I ask you to give them the respect they deserve and not to talk during the service.  I have received a number of complaints from parents who felt that previous services have been spoilt by adults talking to each other.  By the same token, if you are bringing a younger child and they become upset, would you please take them out of the church until they are calm.  Your co-operation in this would be appreciated.
Crib Service

I have been asked to publicise the Crib Service that will be held at St Mark’s Church, Friday Bridge at 3.00pm on 24th December.  This service is designed particularly for children, and refreshments will be available.  

Thanks

Thank you for your generosity with the various collections and events we have held in school recently.  The Freaky Fridays raised £216, the Gift Fair raised £266, the sponsored walk raised £816, and the disco last week raised £334.  As you know all of this money will be used to support the facilities and activities we provide for the children.  I also thank you for the generosity you showed following the tragic death of Mr Rickett.

Parent Governor

I am afraid that we did not receive any nominations for the post of parent governor following the announcement of the election earlier this term.  This situation will be discussed by the governors at their meeting in January, and a decision taken as to the best way forward.

Parking 
As you know, we have a problem with parking outside of our school.  This is a common problem which seems to affect all schools to a greater or lesser degree, but the fact that all schools are affected does not make it any less serious.  
I have to say that the actions of some of our parents are at best inconsiderate, and at worst, could lead to the death or serious injury of one of our children.  About two weeks ago I was contacted by a local resident as someone had parked their car directly across their drive, completely blocking them in.  I have also witnessed people parking directly on the corners of Gosmore Lane and Abington Grove, on the grass opposite the school, on the yellow zig-zags, and have had parents parking on Main Road who have opened their doors directly in front of on-coming traffic.  One or two parents have driven into the school car park while the children are walking in, and a significant number of parents stop at one or other of the entrances to the school, blocking the way and causing considerable confusion and inconvenience to others.  
We even had one mother who completely blocked the main drive to the school and the Elm Centre, leaving her car locked and unattended.  When it was pointed out to her that this is the route that emergency vehicles would use in the event of an incident, she became quite abusive, and failed to accept that she had put the safety and welfare of all of the children in school and in the Elm Centre at risk, including her own children.
For everybody’s safety, could I ask all parents to be considerate and to make every effort to park sensibly.  I appreciate that it is necessary for some children to be brought to school by car, but I think that most children could walk to school.  Even if you bring your child by car, please consider parking safely away from the school, and walking the last few hundred yards.

Wind Turbine
You may have read in the local paper that it will not be long before the wind turbine will be working at the top of the school field. If the weather is kind to us, we hope to have the foundations laid and the cabling installed during the Christmas break.  We will then be in a position to install the turbine during  January, and hopefully begin producing electricity before the beginning of February.  I know that all of the children will enjoy watching the erection of the tower with the turbine on the top, and have no doubt that they will tell you all about it.
Parent Questionnaire

I have attached the results of the parent questionnaire.  Thank you to everyone who completed it.  We will be considering the various responses, and addressing some of the areas of concern.

Finally, on behalf of all of the children, staff and governors, can I wish you a very merry Christmas, and a peaceful and happy new year.

Yours sincerely

Chris Child
