NEWSLETTER


January 2009
Dear Parents
As this is the first newsletter of the year, can I wish you a happy, prosperous and peaceful new year.  
Wind Turbine

Our wind turbine will be delivered and erected on Wednesday of this week.  As a result, there will be a number of lorries and construction vehicles using the drive on Wednesday.  I have asked the contractors to avoid the period between 8.15 and 9.15, but given that the equipment and materials will be coming from some considerable distance away, it may be that this cannot be avoided.  I have spoken to the Elm Centre manager and the pre-school staff, and asked them to warn their parents.  We will also ensure that we have staff available to ensure the safety of the children, but could I ask you to be particularly careful when bringing your children to school on Wednesday.
Once erected, we hope that the various connections will be made on Thursday, and that we should be up and running by the end of the week.  

Place in the Sun

Before Christmas, we had a film crew in school, recording an episode of “A Place in the Sun.”  They spent some time looking at the school in general and then filmed in Mrs Oram’s classroom.  I have been told by the production company  that this will be broadcast on Channel 4 at 8.00pm on Friday 6th February,  but I have also heard that it will be shown on Friday of this week.  We shall have to wait and see who is correct.
Dinner Money

I am delighted that the number of children taking a school meal at lunchtime is increasing steadily.  I feel that they offer a cost effective way of ensuring that the children receive a nourishing hot meal during the middle of the day.  I know that the school meals service is setting up a number of promotions, including offering the chance for parents to come in and sample a meal.  I hope that lots of you will take up that offer.
Whilst writing about school meals, could I ask  that you send all dinner money in on a Monday.  If it comes in on a daily basis it takes up a huge amount of Mrs Jobson’s time.  It would also be a great help to us if  when sending dinner money in the form of a cheque, it was just dinner money.  If the cheque is made up of dinner money and perhaps money for a trip or swimming certificate, it makes it very difficult to ensure the right amount gets paid into the correct account.
PE kit

We involve the children in a number of sporting activities during the week.  As part of County and Government initiatives, we have increased the amount of PE we do, and as a result our school has just been awarded the Activemark.  
Even at this time of year, many of these activities take place outside.  We are very concerned therefore when children arrive with either no kit, or kit that is inappropriate for the activity they are taking part in.  For example, our Key Stage 2 children will be taking part in Tag Rugby, which takes place on the field.  Given the fact that the grass can be very wet and muddy, it is vital that the children have a change of socks and appropriate shoes.  It would also be a good idea, given the fact that some days can be very cold, for them to have track suit bottoms and a warm sweatshirt.  Some children have been taking part in these sessions wearing their school sweatshirts, and if they fall over they can become wet.  If they have nothing to change into, it means that they will come back into school and will be very uncomfortable for the rest of the day.
On a similar vein, could I ask that you provide your child with a one piece swimming costume, or appropriate trunks, rather than the bikinis and baggy shorts that some children are wearing for their lessons.  Obviously these are fine for the beach, but they do make it more difficult for the children to swim, especially if they are at the first stages of learning. 
Your co-operation in this would be much appreciated.
Wool Oddments

If you have any oddments of wool that you no longer require, could you please send them into school.  The children in Mrs Wickes’ class will use them as part of their art and craft work this term.

Mobile  Phones

We have been approached by the Wildlife Trusts who are appealing for disused mobile phones.  For every mobile ‘phone they are able to recycle, they will give £15 to wildlife charities.  If you have an old mobile phone you no longer need, please send it into school and we will send it on.

Yours sincerely

Chris Child
