NEWSLETTER


October 2008

I am sorry that I seem to be writing so many newsletters this term, but there seems to be an awful lot going on, and I thought that you would like to be kept up to date.

New Caretaker
In my first newsletter of the year, I told you that Mr Smy had resigned.  I am delighted to tell you that following interviews, we have appointed Mr Alan Green to replace him.  Mr Green has already taken up his post, and I am sure that a number of you will already have met him.  He is easily recognised, as he is the one wearing shorts!  I know  that you would wish to join me in welcoming him to our school.  
Elm School Association
Thank you to those members of the school association who organised the tea and cakes at the beginning of the Harvest Service, and thank you to those parents who donated cakes.  I know that a number of parents took advantage of this offer, and I am delighted that it had the desired effect of publicising the Annual General Meeting of the Elm School Association.  This took place on Monday 6th and was quite well attended.  A new committee was organised and the first committee meeting will be held at school on Thursday 16th October at 3.15.  Everyone is welcome to attend, and help think of and set up the events we will be running throughout this year.  It is a very informal meeting, so if you can help your input would be greatly appreciated.
Freaky Fridays

In my last newsletter, I informed you that we would be holding a series of Freaky Fridays.  This is an idea we have taken up once before, and is a way of raising money for the School Association and therefore your children.  Basically we will invite the children to join in with a number of strange ideas on particular Fridays, and pay for the privilege of doing so.  They can join in some or all of the days, and obviously all of the initiatives are open to boys, girls and adults.  I have listed the days below:
Friday 7th November

Paint one nail

    20p

Friday 14th November

Wear odd socks
    
    20p

Friday 21st November

Wear a striking tie
    20p

Friday 28th November

Non Uniform Day
£1.00

Wind Turbine
The final piece of the jigsaw is very close to being in place for the wind turbine.  We are just waiting to hear from the Low Carbon Trust who will provide a significant part of the funding.  I expect our application to be successful, and as soon as we know for sure, we will be able to go ahead.  Hopefully in the next two or three weeks we will be told this grant has been awarded, and then we will be able to move to the next stage.

Elm Fete
Last year, the Elm Fete came very close to being cancelled, due to the difficulty of recruiting people to help organise it.  In the end it did go ahead, and raised £650 for school funds and £650 for All Saints Church.  As you may know, the fete is organised and run by individuals from the school and the church, and they share the profits equally.  Last week, a very small group of people met to start to think about next year’s fete.  A provisional date has been fixed for the fete, (Saturday 11th July 2009) and a meeting has been arranged to set up a committee  to organise and run the 2009 fete.  This meeting will take place at school on Monday 20th October at 6.00pm.  I have to say however, that unless we have more people attending this meeting who are willing to set up a committee which will meet about once every six weeks between now and the fete, the 2009 fete will be cancelled. If you think you would like to help, please come along. 

Website

The Elm School website www.elmcofeprimaryschool.com is very close to going live.  It is not complete, but there is enough on it to make it worth looking at.  However, we have encountered another problem.  The website is designed to carry copies of all of the Proud Of certificates that have been awarded during the previous week.  The thinking behind this is that a child who has been awarded a Proud Of still be given a certificate in assembly on Friday, but will be able to go home, log onto our website and see a copy of that certificate on the world wide web.  Even better, they will be able to contact grannies, uncles, friends or anyone else, anywhere in the world, who will also be able to log on and see the same certificate.  They will even be able to print off copies.  
And now the difficulty.  I have already asked for your permission to publish photographs and examples of your child’s work, on the condition that we only use surnames.  However, the Proud Of certificates use your child’s full name, and will be accessible to anyone who logs onto our website.  I am sure that for the vast majority of parents and carers this will not be a problem, but for a very small minority of families, this might not be advisable.  I have discussed this with the governors, and they have suggested that I write to you again requesting permission to publish your child’s full name only on Proud Ofs that might appear on the web.  If you feel that you cannot give this permission, then your child will receive a Proud Of in the normal way during assembly on Friday, but it will not be listed or shown on our website.  
I know that this is a further complication, but we all feel that it is important to ensure that children and families who may be in any way vulnerable are protected.  I have included a tear off slip at the end of this newsletter and would be grateful if you would return it to school as soon as possible.  Until I receive your consent, we will not put any Proud Of your child may receive onto the website.
(………………………………………………………………………………………….
I consent to copies of any “Proud of” certificate my child may receive being put on the school website.  I understand that this will include the publication of their full name.

Child’s Name  ……………………………………………….

Signature  …………………………………………………….
