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Newsletter January 2010
On behalf of everyone at Elm School can I wish you all a happy, peaceful and prosperous new year.  

School Closure

As you are aware, we were forced to close the school on the last day of the autumn term.  Given the amount of snow that had fallen overnight, a significant number of staff were unable to get to school and despite leaving it as late as I dared, I was finally obliged to declare the school closed in the interests of the safety of the children.  As you know, this is not something we do willingly, in fact I can only think of one other occasion where we have been forced to close because of the weather. At the risk of tempting fate, I hope it will be the last time.  I am aware that the text system of contacting parents did not work as it should have.  We are taking steps to make sure that in a similar emergency, it will perform properly.

Appointments

In my last newsletter I informed you of the resignation of Mrs Rand and the fact that we were in the process of appointing her replacement.  I am delighted to tell you that Miss Sarah Cropley will be working in our Reception classroom from the beginning of the term.  She is a qualified nursery nurse with considerable experience of working with children in the Foundation Stage of their education.  I am sure you will join me, the staff, governors and children in welcoming her to Elm School.
Mrs Harwin has resigned her post as lunchtime supervisor at our school and we therefore have a vacancy.  If you are interested in becoming one of our team of lunchtime supervisors, please ask in the office for further details and an application form.  The hours are from 11.45 am to 1.00 pm and the duties involve supervising and supporting our children during their lunch break.  

I have received the resignation of Mrs Teresa Layton, who has decided to retire with effect from the end of this school year.  We will therefore begin the process of finding a replacement member of staff, who will take up their duties in September.  Mrs Layton is our longest serving member of staff, having worked at Elm School for 29 years.   I am sure that everyone connected with Elm School, including pupils past and present will join the staff and governors in offering her their best wishes and thanks for all she has done for the school in this time.
Heartstart
Some time ago, four members of our staff received training as Heartstart instructors.  The purpose of this training was to allow them to teach basic first aid skills including cardio-pulmonary resuscitation to our children.  Since completing the training we have been waiting for the delivery of training items and equipment to support us, and I am delighted to tell you that this has now arrived.  We intend to begin to train the children later this term.  We will teach the older children all of the necessary skills needed to cope in an emergency, and even our youngest children a set of skills appropriate to their age and experience, that they can use to save a life.  To launch this initiative, we would like to invite all parents to an assembly which will be led by two paramedics from the Heartstart team.  This will take place on Tuesday 19th January at 9.30 am.  It is designed to launch the project and will cover the basic techniques we will be teaching the children, as well as giving some background information in a very entertaining way.  It is really designed for the children, but it would be great if we could have a number of interested parents and governors present.    Please support your child and the school  in this initiative.  The life we teach your child to save may be a friend, member of the family or even yours.  

Trips and Visits
In my last newsletter I mentioned the possibility arranging a visit to the mosque in Peterborough, combined with a shopping trip to Queensgate.  Unfortunately it was impossible to arrange mutually convenient dates before Christmas, but we have managed to arrange for the trip to go ahead on Wednesday 20th January.  The trip is open to adults only, including parents and friends.  It will leave school at 9.00 am, travelling by coach to the mosque to arrive at 10.00 am.  We will then have a tour of the mosque with the opportunity to speak with some of the senior members of the Muslim community in Peterborough.  At about 11.15 am we will travel on to Queensgate, when we will be able to take advantage of the facilities there, before leaving at about 2.00 pm to arrive back in school before the end of the school day.  Assuming we can get enough interest, the cost will be no more than £4.00 per person.  I should stress that this trip is entirely self financing and does not involve the use of school funds in any way.  
Having visited the mosque with our Year 6 class, I am confident that anyone taking part will find it both informative and interesting.  Given the increasing tensions that we see reported in the press every day, I feel it especially important that we develop links and understanding between communities.  Hopefully this trip will help us do this on our own behalf and on behalf of our children. 
If you would like to take a place on this trip, please complete the slip at the end of this letter and return it to school with a non-returnable, (unless the trip is cancelled) deposit of £2.50 by Thursday 14th January.  If we do not have sufficient support by that date, the trip will be cancelled and all deposits returned.
Winter Clothing

As I am sure you will be aware, the vast majority of your children enjoy playing in the snow, and look forward to playtimes and lunchtime at school when we try and allow them to play on the field.  However, it does mean that without appropriate clothes, they will become wet and cold, and then have to spend the remainder of the day feeling very uncomfortable and not really being interested in learning.  I would be very grateful therefore if you would make sure that your child has an appropriate coat and wellingtons.  Given the weather, if they do not have the appropriate clothes we will not allow them to play on the field and they will miss out on a great deal of fun.

Building Work

Over the holiday the school hall, front corridor and the first-aid room were all re-painted.  However, we also had a burst pipe in the Year 6 classroom which made a considerable mess.  As I write, we are trying to get this cleared up, and I am confident that we will be able to remain open, even if Mrs Edmunds’ class will be taught in the school hall for the first few days of term.

Carol Service

I hope you enjoyed our Carol Service at the end of last term as much as we did.  From the comments I received from parents and children, everyone enjoyed it.  Thank you also for your generosity in giving to the collection at the end of the service.  £112 was donated, which was split equally between All Saints’ Church Elm and Jimmy’s Nightshelter in Cambridge.  I am sure that both organisations are grateful for your generosity.

Safer Routes to School
Thank you to everyone who returned a questionnaire relating to your child’s journey to and from school.  We are in the process of collating this information before sending it to Cambs. County Council.  If you would like to view the collated results, please let me know and I will send you a copy.
(………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please reserve me …..  places on the trip to Peterborough on Wednesday 20th January.  I enclose a non-refundable deposit of £2.50 per person.

Name  ……………………………       


