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Duck Race
The Wisbech Lions Club will be holding a Duck Race on the River Nene between the two town bridges on Sunday 24th May at about 5.00pm.  All proceeds from this will go to local schools.  We have been invited to sell tickets, and will keep half of all the money we raise.  The remainder will be sent to the Lions, who will deduct their expenses, before distributing the rest to schools in the Wisbech area.

We have a limited number of tickets available at a cost £1.00 each.  The owner of the winning duck will receive a prize of £200 with the runner up gaining £50.

If you would like to buy a ticket, please send your money into school with the slip at the end of this letter by MONDAY 18th MAY at the latest.

Sex and Relationship Education
Thank you to all those parents who attended the Sex and Relationships evening held in school recently.  From the comments I have received I know that it was useful and enjoyable.  I hope it has helped to give us the confidence and information we need to speak to our children about this important and delicate subject in an appropriate and supportive way.  

To help further, we have been give a stock of books, suited for different ages and experience levels to help you as parents open discussions with your children and answer their questions in an appropriate and fun way.  They include a board book for the very youngest children, picture books and factual texts best suited for our oldest and most mature children or even for adults as a source of information.  All of these books are available for you to borrow.  The best way to use them will be for you to read them first, and then, if you find them useful, to share them, or the information they contain, with your children.   Please feel free to come into the office and have a browse.

Titles include:

· Let’s Talk About Where Babies Come From

· How Did I Begin?

· What’s Happening to Me

· Hair In Funny Places 

· Mummy Laid an Egg

Family IT

Together with Family Learning and Cambridgeshire County Council we are intending to hold a series of afternoon sessions for parents and their children.  There will be five sessions, based in our computer suite, where specialist tutors will teach you to create a family newsletter, including pictures before sending it to relations or friends using the internet.  Obviously the skills you learn will be transferable to many other projects.  Each session will begin at 2.00pm with the adults receiving some tuition, before they are joined by their children at 3.00pm.  At that point they will work together until 3.30pm.

There will be no charge for this course, which I expect will be heavily oversubscribed.  There will only be nine places available, as we are limited by the number of computers available in our suite.  If you would like further details, or would like to book a place, please contact Mr Child.
Resignation
I am sure that the grapevine has been as effective as ever, and that this will be old news for a number of parents.  Having come to Elm School as Headteacher in January 1989, I feel it is getting close to the time for me to go off and do other things.  I have therefore informed the Governors that I intend to resign with effect from July 2010.  That means that the next school year will be my last, and that in September 2010, Elm School will have a new headteacher.
I have to say I have thoroughly enjoyed, (and am still enjoying) life at Elm, but there are lots of other things I would like to do before I get too old!!!  By starting the process to find a new headteacher now, I am sure that the Governors will be able to attract the very best candidates.
Whole School Photo
On Wednesday of next week the photographer will be in school to take a photograph of all of the children.  The last time we did this was in 2003 when our present Year 6 children were in the Reception class.  A copy of this picture hangs in the front corridor, just opposite the school office door.  If you would like to have a look, please pop in.

Copies of this year’s picture will be offered to all parents. I hope that every child in the school will be included.  I would be grateful if your child could wear school uniform for the day, and you may wish to send them with a brush or comb.
Drugs Evening
As you know we are holding a drugs awareness evening on Tuesday 16th June.  This will be run by the County’s Personal, Social and Health Education team, and is designed to give you as parents information about the drugs your child will be exposed to as they grow up.  It will cover the signs that you may see if your child is becoming involved with drugs and signpost some of the services that are available to young people and parents to support them.  This evening has been arranged at the request of parents.  We have held them before and they have always been enjoyable, thought provoking and extremely informative.  All parents are welcome to attend.  Even if your child is still very young, the evening will have something of interest for you.
Heartstart
Four members of staff recently received training as Heartstart instructors, and after half term we hope to begin training in basic first aid to our oldest children.  Soon after this, we will be involving all children from Year 2 onwards.  To launch this initiative, we would like to invite all parents to a presentation on Thursday 9th July.  This will be led by two paramedics and will cover the basic techniques we will be teaching the children, as well as giving some background information in a very entertaining way.  I am sure I can promise an enjoyable evening.  Please support your child and the school  in this initiative.  The life we teach them to save may be a friend, member of the family or even yours.  

Solar Panels
Following the successful installation of our wind turbine,  we applied for a further grant to install solar panels.  I am delighted to tell you that we have again been successful, and have gained over £30,000 of funding to move this project forward.  The panels will produce a similar amount of energy as the turbine, and will be sited on the flat roof at the rear of the school.  All of the necessary permissions are in place, and we hope to move forward later this year. 
Dates for this Year
Wednesday 20th May


Whole School Photograph

Friday 22nd May


Year 5 to story Telling Festival at Thomas Clarkson School

Monday 25th to Friday 29th May
Half Term Holiday

Monday 8th June


Family IT

Tuesday 9th June


Evening for the Parents of our New Reception Children

Friday 12th June


Elm School Association Coffee Morning

Monday 15th June


Family IT

Tuesday 16th June


Drugs Awareness Evening

Monday 22nd June


School Closed for Staff Training

Monday 29th June


Family IT

Monday 29th June to Friday 3rd July
Y4,Y5,Y6 Residential Trip to Grafham Water
Monday 6th July


Family IT

Tuesday 7th July


Key Stage 1 Summer Production

Thursday 9th July


Heartstart Evening

Friday 10th July


Reports sent out

Monday 13th July


Year 3 and Year 4 Summer Production

Tuesday 14th July
 

Year 5 and Year 6 Summer Production

Wednesday 15th July


School Open Evening

Friday 17th July


Children’s Disco

Saturday 18th July


Elm Village Fete

Monday 20th July


School Closes for the Summer Holiday

Dates for Next Year
Wednesday 2nd September 2009
Staff Training Day  -  School Closed
Thursday 3rd  September 2009
Staff Training Day  -  School Closed

Friday 4th  September 2009

Staff Training Day  -  School Closed
Monday 7th September 2009

School Opens – Autumn Term

Monday 26th October 2009

School Closed – Half Term Holiday
Friday 30th October 2009  inclusive
Friday 18th December 2009

School Closes for Christmas Holiday

Monday 4th January 2010

Staff Training Day  -  School Closed

Tuesday 5th January 2010

School Opens – Spring Term

Monday 15th February 2010

School Closed – Half Term Holiday

Friday 19th February  inclusive

Thursday 1st April


School Closes for Easter Holiday

Monday 19th April 2010

School Opens – Summer Term

Monday 3rd May 2010


School Closed May Day Holiday

Monday 31st May 2010 to

School Closed – Half Term Holiday

Friday 4th June  inclusive

Monday 21st June 2010

Staff Training Day – School Closed

Thursday 22nd July 2010

School Closes for Summer Holiday

(………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Child’s Name  ………………………………..  Class  …………………………………

Please send me   ………..  tickets at a cost of £1.00 each for the Lions Duck Race to be held on Sunday 24th May.   
I enclose £…..


