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April 2010
Dear Parents 

Classes Next Year

As you know, Mrs. Layton, Mrs. Wilson and myself will be retiring at the end of this academic year.   Mrs. Fiona McCallum will take over as Head of Elm School from the beginning of the new academic year.   Mrs. McCallum is currently the Deputy Headteacher of a primary school in March.   We are obviously in close touch and I am sure she will be coming into the school increasingly frequently as this term progresses.   Miss Beresford has requested the opportunity to broaden her experience, and we have agreed that she will move into Key Stage 1 teaching the new Year 1 class from September.  The Governors have appointed Miss Rebeccca Adams as our new teacher to replace Mrs Layton.    Miss Adams is a newly qualified teacher, who is just coming to the end of her training.   She will start at Elm in September, teaching our current Year 4 children who by then will be in Year 5.   Again, I expect that she will be coming into school to get to know the children towards the end of term.   All of the other year groups will be taught by the same teachers as they are at the moment.
Farewells

As I have mentioned, three of Elm’s longest serving members of staff will be leaving in July.   
Mrs. Layton started at Elm School in September 1981, Mrs. Wilson started in March 1994 and I started in January 1989.    Between the three of us, we will have achieved over 73 years of service.    To mark this achievement we intend to invite all parents, staff and governors, past and present, to an informal evening on Wednesday 21st July.   Refreshments will be available, and we hope to have a display of photographs representing the past 20 or so years at Elm School which will give us all a chance to reminisce.   You are most welcome to come along and if you are in contact with any past parents, staff or governors, would you please extend the invitation to them.   Nearer the time we will ask for some indication of numbers, but for now, please put the date in your diary.  I know that a collection is being held to mark the retirements of Mrs Layton and Mrs Wilson, and have a suspicion that there might also be one for me.  If you would like to make a donation towards a leaving gift, I am sure that Mrs Edmunds would be happy to receive it in a sealed named envelope.
Caretaker

Another new member of staff has already joined Elm School.   Mr. Ray Powell is our new caretaker and will officially take up his post on Monday 3rd May.   I am sure you will join with the staff and governors in welcoming him to Elm.    

SATs

You may have heard through the press and television that a number of schools nationally have decided to boycott the SAT process this year for their Year 6 pupils.  We have decided not to take part in this action and the SAT examinations will go ahead.  Our Year 6 pupils will be tested in English and Maths, using the statutory tests distributed by the Government.  These tests will be completed during the week beginning 10th May and will be sent away for external marking.  All other children from Year 2 to Year 5 will undertake tests in English and Maths.  The tests from Year 3 to Year 5 are non-statutory, and will be used to support the assessments each teacher makes on your child.  As in past years we will ensure that all of the tests are as stress free as possible, and you will of course be informed of the results through our normal reporting system.
Internet

Over the past year we have needed to contact a number of parents to alert them to unpleasant messages being sent by their children through social networking sites such as facebook.  This seems to be a growing trend, and is one that is causing me some concern.  I understand that there is an age limit applicable before you can open a facebook site which should prevent any primary aged child from having an account.  Yet many of our children, and not just our oldest children, seem to have them.   There has been considerable recent publicity about the dangers associated with the internet, and the use of social networking sites in particular.  Can I urge you to consider carefully whether your child could be involved in on-line activities that may cause upset to other children or could be exposing them to danger.
Maths Challenge

I am delighted to tell you that for the second year running, a team of 4 children from Miss Beresford’s class have won the regional heat of the Cambridgeshire Maths Challenge.   Like last year they will represent all of the Wisbech schools in the county final which will be held at Duxford.   Congratulations to Chloe, Connor, Curtis and Isaac and good luck for the final.

Elm School Association Raffle
Thank you to the Elm School Association for organising the coffee morning where we raffled the quilt.  Thanks to Premier Choice of Wisbech, who kindly donated the quilt to support us.  The raffle was won by Hilary Towler, the grandma of one of our Reception children.  At the time of writing this newsletter I cannot tell you how much was raised, but I am sure that the next ESA newsletter will contain accurate figures.

Sports Day
Due to an unavoidable clash we have had to rearrange the date of sports day.  This was to take place on Friday 18th June, but will now take place on the afternoon of Wednesday 16th June.  I apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause.

Dates

Monday 3rd May

|School closed for Bank Holiday
Monday 10th May to

SATs week

Friday 14th May

Friday 21st May

ESA Fashion Show

Saturday 22nd May

All Saint’s Church Flower Festival

Tuesday 25th May

School photographer

Monday 31st May to

School closed  Half Term Holiday

Friday 4th June

Wednesday 16th June

School Sports Day

Saturday 19th June

Elm Village Fete

Monday 21st June

School Closed  Staff Training Day

Monday 5th July

Y3 and Y4 production

Tuesday 6th July

Y5 and Y6 production

Friday 9th July


Reports out





Elm School Disco

Monday 12th July to

Grafham Water Residential Trip

Friday 16th July

Tuesday 13th July

KS1 production
Tuesday 20th July

Open Evening

Wednesday 21st July

Farewell Evening

Thursday 22nd July

Final Assembly for Y6 pupils





School closes for the summer holiday

Thursday 2nd September
School re-opens

