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Newsletter October 2010
Dear Parent/Carer,
Harvest Service
Thank you very much to the many parents who supported us at our harvest service. The collection for charity raised the marvellous total of £242.55 which will be divided between the World Wildlife Fund and the Residents Fund at Strathmore House.

Parents’ Consultation Evenings
Appointment lists will go up on Monday 18th October so that you can arrange to meet with your child’s teacher. Times will be available as follows:

	Class
	Monday 8th November
	Wednesday 10th November

	Year 1
	2.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
	3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

	Year 2
	3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
	2.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

	Year 3
	2.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
	3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

	Year 4
	3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
	2.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

	Year 5
	2.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
	3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.

	Year 6
	3.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
	2.00 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.


Appointments for Reception Class will be on Tuesday 9th November between 8.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m..
Attendance
We have a new Education Welfare Officer supporting our school, Melanie Algate, and she is very keen to work with me in ensuring that our children miss as little school as possible. Please can I remind you that we need to receive a phone call or a letter to explain every absence for your child? Term time holidays will continue to be authorised only in the most exceptional of circumstances. Last year the overall attendance figures for Elm were a cause for concern and I hope you will support the school by making sure that your child is always in school unless there is a good reason for him/her to be at home.
Walk to School Week

Next week, 18th to 22nd October, the whole school will be taking part in a Walk to School Week. Please join in with us by walking to school every day if you live locally, and for those who have to drive in from further away you can help by ‘distance parking’ – park a reasonable distance away from the school and walk the last section of your journey. There will be reward stickers at the end of the week for children who take part and a small competition between classes to see who can walk the most. It is a good opportunity for the children to have more exercise and fresh air and also for us to ease the congestion outside the school gates.

Sponsored Walk
It seems to be a very fitting end for Walk to School Week for us to hold our Sponsored Walk, which raises money for school funds. The Sponsored Walk will take place on Friday 22nd October beginning at about 2.00 p.m.. The younger children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will be invited to walk a maximum of 10 laps of the field while the older children will be asked to walk up to 20 laps. You are, of course, very welcome to attend and cheer the children on. Attached to this letter you will find a sponsor form. If you wish your child to take part in this fund raising event, please help them to gather some sponsors. There is no compulsion to take part, but all the money raised will be spent on resources for our school. Please return the sponsor form to school by Thursday 21st October, and thank you in anticipation of your support.
Book Fair
‘Travelling Books’ Book Fair will be visiting our school again next week. There will be hundreds of new and exciting children’s books for you and your child to browse through and buy – or it could be an opportunity for some early Christmas shopping! All purchases will also help add books to the school shelves through generous commission. Friends and family are most welcome so please spread the word. The children will have a chance to look at the books during school time on Wednesday 20th October, and the Book Fair will be open on Wednesday and Thursday 21st October from 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.. Cheques will be accepted made payable to ‘Elm C of E Primary School’. I look forward to seeing you there.
Finally I would like to ask for your help in easing the congestion on the playground at the beginning and end of the day. It will make a big difference if parents stand back away from the ramps into school. I have also received complaints from several parents that adults and older siblings have been seen ‘vaulting’ over the railings outside Reception and Year 1 classrooms – it would be appreciated if all visitors would walk down using the ramps as this sets the best example for the children.

Yours sincerely

Fiona McCallum

Headteacher
